a guide member sized and configured to be positioned in the introducer and 
placed through the coronary vessel and the heart wall into the heart chamber, the guide 
member having a proximal portion adapted to remain outside the heart and a distal 
portion adapted to be passed into and then back out of the heart chamber; 

wherein the guide member is passed through the introducer and moves through 
the coronary vessel and the heart wall to a location within the heart chamber. 
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49. (New) The 
the guide member is agu, 
distal end that is passWtf 



system of claim 48, wherein the introducer is a hollow sleeve, 
Je wire, and the distal portion of the guide wire includes a 
the introducer. 



throu 




50. (New) The system of claim 48, further comprising means for removing the 
guide member from the heart chamber. 

51 . (New) The system of claim 48, wherein the guide member comprises a 
guide wire coupled to a catheter. 

52. (New) A system for placing a guide member through the wall of a patient's 
heart so that the guide member extends through a coronary vessel and the wall of the 
heart into a heart chamber, the system comprising: 

an introducer sized and configured for placement through the coronary vessel 
and wall of a patient's heart into a heart chamber; and 
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a guide member sized and configured to be passed through the coronary vessel 
and the heart wall into the heart chamber, the guide member having a proximal portion 
adapted to remain outside thf heart and a distal portion adapted to be passed into the 
heart chamber; 

wherein one of the introducer and the guide member is configured to direct the 
distal portion of the guide member to a predetermined location within the heart chamber 
upon introducing the guide member into the chamber. 

53, (New) A system for delivering a conduit into the wall of a patient's heart to 
communicate a coronary vessel with a heart chamber, the system comprising: 

an introducer configfjrejMor placement through the heart wall and into a heart 
chamber; 

a guide member s$ed y and configured to be positioned in the introducer and 
placed through the heartNtfall ijrfo the heart chamber; and 

a conduit sized anpconfigured for placement in the wall of the heart so as to 
communicate the heart chamber with a coronary vessel, the conduit configured to be 
coupled to the guide merjnber for delivery into the heart chamber and placement in the 
wall of the heart. 



54. (New) The 

55. (New) The 
the conduit. 



system of claim 55 wherein the guide member is a guide wire. 



system of claim 53, wherein the guide member is coupled to 
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56. (New) The system of claim 55, wherein the conduit is supported by a 
delivery device that is coupled to the guide wire. 

57. (New) The system of claim 53, further comprising means for removing the 
guide wire from the heart chamber. 

58. (New) A method for placing a guide member in a patient's heart so that the 
guide member extends through a coronary vessel and the wall of the heart into a heart 
chamber containing blood Jthe nr^thod comprising steps of: 

(a) passing a first endof a guide member through the coronary vessel and 
through the wall of the Ifieart ^that the guide member passes into the heart chamber 
containing blood; 

(b) maintaining 4 secgm end of the guide member outside the heart chamber; 

and 

(c) passing the first end of the guide member back out of the heart chamber. 



59. (New) The method of claim 58, wherein step (a) is carried out by passing 
a first end of the guide member through the vessel and the heart wall into the heart 
chamber and then passing the first end of the guide member back out of the heart 
chamber, wherein the tirst end of the guide member is then used to deliver the conduit. 

60. (New) The method of claim 59, wherein the first end of the guide member 
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is passed through an openrng in the heart wall and removed from the heart chamber. 

61 . (New) The method of claim 58, wherein the heart chamber is the left 
ventricle and the first end /of the guide member is forced into the aorta and is then 
removed from the aorta. 

62. (New) The method of claim 58, further comprising using the guide member 
to deliver a tissue removal device into the heart chamber for use in removing tissue 
from the heart wall. 




63. (NeyYA i^ethod for placing a conduit in the wall of a patient's heart to 
establish a blood ffewjpaty/between a coronary vessel and a heart chamber, the 
method compp^ing s)t#ps of: 

(a) positioning la guide member that extends through the coronary vessel and the 



heart wall into a hear 



chamber; 



(b) using the guide member to deliver a conduit into the heart chamber; and 



(d) positioning 



the conduit in the heart wall to establish a blood flow path between 



the heart chamber and the interior of the vessel. 

64. (New) The method of claim 63, wherein step (a) is carried out by passing 
a first end of the guide member through the vessel and the heart wall into the heart 
chamber and then passing the first end of the guide member back out of the heart 
chamber, wherein tie first end of the guide member is then used to deliver the conduit. 
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65. (New) The method of claim 64, wherein step (b) is carried out by coupling 
the conduit to the first end of the guide member and moving the first end of the guide 
member and the conduit into the heart chamber. 

66. (New) The method of claim 65, wherein step (a) is carried out while 
maintaining a second end of the guide member outside the heart. 

67. (New) Tne method of claim 64, wherein step (b) is carried out by sliding 
the conduit over the fipst end of the guide member and along the guide member into the 
heart chamber. 

68. (Ne^ffrhe rpethod of claim 63, further comprising removing the guide 
member from the^eaj^chamber after the conduit has been positioned in the heart wall. 

69. (New) The method of claim 63, wherein the conduit comprises a stent 
movable between collapsed and expanded orientations, and step (c) is carried out by 
placing at least a portion of the stent in the heart wall and then moving the stent to its 
expanded orientation. 

70. (Nevj) The method of claim 63, wherein the conduit is covered by a 
sheath, and further comprising covering at least a portion of the conduit while placing 
the conduit in the heart wall and then removing the cover. 
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